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696 General Notes. [October, 

ANTHROPOLOGY. J 

Anthropological News. — The American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, meeting this year in the very heart of 
our antiquarian region, was favored with many valuable papers. 
The character of these communications is improving from year 
to year, and less of wild speculation characterizes the discussions. 
To facilitate interchange among students, we append a list of 
papers with the addresses of the authors : 

Ancient Mounds in the vicinity of Naples, Scott county, Illi- 
nois, J. G. Henderson, .Winchester, 111.; Ancient Names, Geo- 
graphical, Tribal and Personal, in the Mississippi valley, same 
author; Description of two Stone Cists, discovered near High- 
lands, 111., by Arthur Oehler, of Highlands, 111. ; Description of 
a Cliff-house in the canon of Mancos river, Colorado, Wm. F. 
Morgan, Rochester,. N. Y. ; Remarks on the Ruins of a Stone 
Pueblo on the Animas river, New Mexico, with a ground plan, 
Lewis H. Morgan, Rochester, N. Y. ; Observations on the San 
Juan River district as an important ancient seat of Village Indian 
Life, same author; On the Sources for Aboriginal History of 
Spanish America, by A. F. Bandelier, of Highland, 111. ; Remarks 
on the Archaeology of Vermont, by G. H. Perkins, of Burlington, 
Vt. ; Remarkable Burial Custom from a Mound in Florida; The 
Cranium utilized as a Cinerary Urn, Henry Gillman of Detroit, 
Mich. ; Description of a Glazed Earthen Vessel, taken from a 
Tumulus in Florida, same author ; Evidence of Cannibalism in a 
Nation before the Ainos in Japan, by E. S. Morse, of Japan; 
An Atlas of North American Antiquities, by O. T. Mason, of 
Washington, D. C. ; North American Indian Synonomy, same 
author ; Ancient Pottery from Chiriqui, Central America, by O. 
C. Marsh, of New Haven, Connecticut; On the Anatomical 
Peculiarities by which Mound-builders' Crania may be distin- 
guished from those of the Modern Indian, by W. J. McGee, of 
Farley, Iowa; Exhibition of Pre-historic relics from Missouri, 
by A. J. Conant, of St. Louis ; An Account of an Exploration 
of a Walled Town of the Mound-builders of the Cumberland 
valley, by F. W. Putnam, of Cambridge, Mass. ; On the Dis- 
covery of a Human Skull in the Drift near Denver, Colorado, by 
Thomas Belt, London, England. We can but feel that the 
American Association is the proper meeting for our American 
anthropologists to patronize, not to the disparagement of local 
and State societies, but as a supplementary means of better 
acquaintance among workers in all parts of our country. 

The May number of the Journal of the Anthropological Insti- 
tute contains the following papers : On Flint Implements from 
Egypt; Discoveries at Cissbury; Collection of Andamanese and 
Nicobarese objects ; The Ethnology of Motu ; Palaeolithic Im- 

1 Edited by Prof. Otis T. Masc n, Columbian College, Washington, D. C. 
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plements in the Valley of the Axe ; Notes on the Zaparos, and 
the President's Address. Especial interest attaches to the 
detachable spear-heads, or harpoon-heads on plates xii, xiii, xiv, 
xv, as well as to the many-pronged fish or bird-spears, because 
these objects resemble so closely those found in various parts of 
America. Referring the matter to Mr. Frank H. Cushing, of the 
National Museum, we received the following , reply : " Three 
kinds of harpoon-arrows are found among our North American 
collections. A very rude form is used by the McCloud River 
Indians in catching salmon. Another entirely typical, highly 
finished, and as often pointed with native copper as with bone or 
ivory, is employed by the North-west Coast Indians for the same 
purpose. A third common to the Alaska Eskimo, and entirely 
resembling the formidable fishing spears of the Andaman Island- 
ers." Without drawings it is impossible to convey the resem- 
blance between the loose headed implements of Andaman and 
Nicobar and those of our American continent. 

The Smithsonian Institution has lately published through the 
Government Printing Office four pamphlets relating to archaeolo- 
gical subjects. They are reprints from the forthcoming Smithso- 
nian Report for 1877. We can only give the titles: Aboriginal 
Structures in Georgia, by Charles C. Jones, Jr.; On a Polychrome 
Bead from Florida, by S. S. Haldeman; The Stock-in-trade of an 
Aboriginal Lapidary, by Charles Rau ; Observations on a Gold 
Ornament from a Mound in Florida, by the same. 

A writer in the Nation for July 25th gives a very graphic de- 
scription of the lessons of the Bannock war. A scientific journal 
cannot discuss the merits of the amount of culpability resting on 
our government for the war. A very interesting illustration of 
the aid which ethnology may furnish to politics is given in a 
supplementary note on page 57, evidently from the same pen. 
"The word Bannock is a corruption for Pannaiti [Panaiti ?] by 
which name the people know themselves, and means ' Northern- 
ers,' they, in fact, dwelling the furthest north of all the tribes com- 
posing a great linguistic stock which once occupied nearly the 
whole of the interior basin between the Rocky Mountains and 
the Sierra Nevada, and crossed over both those ranges at several 
points in the south of California, reaching the Pacific. A large 
part of the whole family has in the past been styled ' Shoshoni ' 
or ' Snakes,' after one of its prominent divisions. The Bannocks 
and Paviotsos are hereditary enemies. The Umatillas, Cayuse, 
and Walla- Wallas are of the Sahaptin family, whose immemorial 
feud with the Shoshones would induce them to attack rather than 
to join the Bannocks." 

Prof. De Hass has been spending some months in Washington 
taking advantage of the fine collections and libraries there to 
add to the value of his course of lectures on archaeology. He 
has been so fortunate as to trace in the uplands of Pennsylvania, 
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Maryland and Virginia abundant evidence of ancient hill tribes 
inhabiting these regions burying their dead in rude cists in stone 
cairns. 

Foreign. — The department of ethnology now called Demog- 
raphy, represented in England by Francis Galton and in France 
by M. Bertillon, is becoming more and more popular in its charac- 
ter. A Congress of Demography was held at the Trocadero Palace 
from July 5-9, and discussed the following topics : Census of 
Population ; Registers of Population ; Organization of Statistics ; 
Registration of Births and Deaths, &c. Dr. Daniel Wilson, of 
Toronto, said at the Buffalo meeting of the American Association 
that no country in the world afforded a better opportunity of sub- 
mitting racial problems to the test of figures than our own. 

Doctor E. Bessels is publishing, in German, a work on his re- 
searches in Greenland. About thirty pages will be devoted to 
the Greenland Eskimo and will be most beautifully illustrated. 
By the way, will some one tell us the origin of the w ord Keralit, 
used by old writers on the Greenland Eskimo ? Is it a corrup- 
tion of the Danish Skrceling? 

Dr. Alexander Ecker has published in Braunschweig a quarto 
pamphlet of twenty-one pages entitled : Ueber abnorme Behaarung 
des Menschen insbesondere iiber die sogenannten Haarmenschen. 
Gratulationschrift Herrn Carl Theodor von Siebold zur Feier 
seines 50 jahrigen Doctorjubilaums am 22 April, 1878, darge- 
brachtvon Alexander Ecker. A few of the illustrations appeared 
in a late number of Archiv, but in its present form the treatise 
forms one of the most entertaining anthropological articles of the 
year. The same author has published in Freiburg a quarto pam- 
phlet on Lapland and the Laplanders. 

Archivo iper LAntropologia, 1878. Part I contains the fol- 
lowing original papers : Suture anomale dell' osso malare in sei 
crani umani ; Studii intorno ai crani papuani ; Selci lavorate dall' 
uomo in alcuni depositi quaternari del Perugino ; Note antro- 
pologiche sulla Sardegna ; Fisiologia e psicologia ; Notizie intorno 
ai Djelma o Baduvi ed ai Tenger; Su nove crani metopici di 
razza papua, osservazioni intorno all' influenza del metopismo sui 
caratteri di razza del cranio. 

Professor H. Fischer, of Freiburg, contributes another of his 
valuable papers on Mineralogical Archaeology to Mittheilungen 
der Anthropologischen Gesellschaft in Wien, 1878. Nos. t and 2. 

The third part of Revue d ' Anthropologie for July contains an 
unusually rich collection of material, but we have space only for 
the contents : Anatomie Comparee des circonvolutions cerebrales 
— Le Grand Lobe Limbique et la Scessure Limbique dans la 
Serie des mammiferes, by Paul Broca ; Essai de Classification des 
Races Humaines Actuelles, by Paul Topinard. The rest of the 
Revue is taken up with a resume of anthropological matters in 
various parts of the world. Of M. Broca's eminent services in 
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the field of craniocerebral topography we have frequently 
spoken. The accompanying table furnishes an idea of M. Topin- 
ard's classification : 

CLASSIFICATION OF HUMAN RACES. 





Dolicho, 


Rouge, 




Esquimaux. 
Red-skins. 






Olive, 




Mexicans. 






Peruvians. 


Hair with circular section (straight), - 


Brachy, - 


Yellow, 


I America, 
) Asia, < 


Guaranis. 
Caribs. 

Samoyedes. 
Mongols, 




_ 


_ 


I 


Malays (Mongolians) 






Blond, 


' 


Cimmerians. 

Scandinavians. 

Anglo-Saxons. 






Brown, 




Mediterraneans. 




Dolicho, - 


Semites, 


Hair with intermediate cross section 
(waved or frizzed), 




Black, 
Red, 




Australians. 

Tndo-Abyssinians. 

Foulbes. 








Barabras rouges. 






= Blond, 




Fins. 




Brachy, ■< 


Chestnut, 




Celts. 

Slavs. 






Brown, 




Iranians. 




Dolicho, 


Yellowish, 




Buschmen. 


Hair with elliptical section (wooly), -< 


Black, 


( Oceanica, 
I Africa, 


Papuas. 
Caffres. 




Brachy, 






Negritos. 



GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVELS. 1 

British Association. Sir Wyville Thomson's Address. — 
At the meeting held at Dublin this year, Sir Wyville Thomson 
on taking the chair of the Geographical Section began his address 
with a reference to the return of Mr. Stanley as one of the great 
events of the year 1877. He expressed admiration of the iron 
will and daring intrepidity which had successfully carried Mr. 
Stanley through his African exploration. Although in reading 
Mr. Stanley's narrative we may be forced to regret some of the 
dark scenes by which his terrible march was checkered, still no 
one who has not himself had some dealings with savages can fully 
understand how entirely the action of a leader, solely responsible 
for the lives of his party, must be guided in every emergency by 
considerations which he alone is in a position to weigh. The 
report, in eighteen volumes (after seventeen years' labor) of the 
circumnavigating voyage of the Austrian frigate Novara was 
another of the scientific events of the past year. He also 
referred to the voyage of the Italian corvette Magenta, the sound- 
ing voyages of Capt. Belknap in the Tuscarora, the Hassler expe- 
dition of the elder Agassiz, the tentative cruises of the British 
gunboats Lightning and Porcupine, culminating in the Challenger 
expedition, the expeditions to observe the transit of Venus, the 
several Swedish expeditions to the Spitzbergen sea, and the Arc- 
tic voyage of the Alert and Discovery, the account of which by 
Sir George Nares it was impossible to read without a feeling of 
regret that the devoted little band had attempted what was so 

1 Edited by Ellts II. Yarnall, Philadelphia. 



